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Pro 

Introduction  

Congratulations on downloading CSVPiG, one of the many useful modules released 

from the BlogPiG stable of WordPress automation tools. 

This user guide is written mainly for CSVPiG Pro, the professional version of CSVPiG.  

Some features described in this user guide are only available in the professional 

version and these are clearly marked with the blue icon 

If you are using the free version of CSVPiG and at any time wish to upgrade to 

CSVPiG Pro just visit http://blogpig .com/products/csvpig   

With CSVPiG Pro you can: 

¶ Instantly import posts and products from any CSV or merchant data feed into 

your WordPress blog giving you an instant product blog 

 

¶ You can schedule the posts to appear in the past or future allowing your blog 

appear mature and to grow organically over time 

 

¶ CSVPiG Pro can import an unlimited number of rows and columns producing true 

ôset & forgetõ blogs that can produce income for years 

 

¶ Specify any column headers you wish and map them to various WordPress 

content elements using the post template designer 

 

¶ Clone your CSVPiG Pro settings so that all your blogs are activated with the same 

settings and are good to go with the minimum of work 

In this user guide youõll find the full details of exactly how to install, operate and gain 

the maximum advantage from your CSVPiG Pro plugin. 

If you have any questions, please donõt hesitate to get in touch, details are at the 

end of this guide.  

 

 

Owner BlogPiG.com 

 

 

  

http://blogpig.com/products/csvpig
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Requirements  

¶ WordPress 2.9.2 or later 
(For security always keep your WordPress installation up to date)  

¶ PHP 5  

¶ ionCube is required for CSVPiG Pro 

Installing CSVPiG 

If you havenõt already downloaded CSVPiG from the BlogPiG membersõ area please 

do so at: 

http://blogpig.com/members / 

Your logon details are contained in your signup email. Once youõve downloaded 

CSVPiG follow these steps: 

1. Unzip the CSVPiG zip file; it will contain one folder called _csvpig . 

 

2. Use an FTP client to upload the unzipped _csvpig  folder to your WordPress blog 

plugins folder /wp -content/plugins/  

  

3. Logon to your WordPress administration area and go 

to the Plugins section and click Installed.  Find CSVPiG 

and click to activate the plugin. 

  

4. After activation a new BlogPiG section will appear at the bottom of your admin 

area sidebar. 

 

5. CSVPiG should be listed below the BlogPiG sidebar header. If it is not simply click 

on the BlogPiG header and a list of activated BlogPiG plugins will drop down. 

 

6. Click on CSVPiG to access the CSVPiG configuration area. You can also get to 

the settings by using the ôsettingsõ shortcut listed neat the activate button on the 

plugin page 
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Pro ionCube Setup 

By encoding our scripts with ionCube weõre able to 

protect our intellectual property and continue our 

investment in additional features and products. 

ionCube encoding also allows us to run trials so you can test out our products with 

little or no initial outlay. 

Your server is probably already setup to run ionCube encoded files. 

You should confirm this by opening 

http://yoursite.com/wp -content/plugins/_csvpig/ioncube/    

The ionCube wizard will tell you whether everything is okay and if not what to do 

next. 

If there are any problems the quickest way to solve things is to simply send your host 

a support ticket containing a link to the ionCube wizard above and asking them 

setup ionCube loaders on your server. It is a 5 min task for a web host. 

You can also contact us via our support site and we can help get it setup for you 

too.  

http://yoursite.com/wp-content/plugins/_csvpig/ioncube/
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BlogPiG API Key 

Youõll need to enter your BlogPiG API Key and of course have purchased a valid 

subscription for CSVPiG Pro to work. 

If you have previously acquired a BlogPiG API key for CSVPiG or any other BlogPiG 

product simply use the same API key as you used previously. 

Your keep the same BlogPiG API key for the life of your BlogPiG membership and it is 

the same for all your BlogPiG products. 

Please do not tell anyone or share your BlogPiG API key, we do monitor for abuse 

and the system will put suspect keys on hold. 

You can get your own BlogPiG API key from the BlogPiG membersõ area it will be 

displayed in your profile at top after you log in. 

Enter your API key into the box at the top of the plugin and hit Save Key . 

 

Your valid licenses will be displayed below in green and the red warning box will 

disappear from the top of the WordPress Admin screen.  
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Pro The Workflow 

CSVPiG Pro uses a simple 4 step workflow to enable you to quickly and easily get 

your blog up & running with thousands of published or scheduled posts. 

 

1. Upload your CSV file(s) using either your browser or FTP client 

 

2. Schedule the number of posts per day and what proportion of posts should be in 

the past or future 

 

3. Design a new template (or load a previous one) to map your uploaded columns 

to WordPress content elements such as title, post, tags etc. 

 

4.  Publish your posts using the uploaded, schedule & mapped CSV File 

  

Upload Schedule Template Publish
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Upload Your CSV File 

A CSV file is a text file that has a specific format which allows for the saving of textual 

information/data in an organized fashion. 

 

The format, known as a flat table, is very simple. Each row contains all the data for 

one post; each post can contain multiple content items (fields) each separated by 

a comma.  

You can use the Browse  button find your CSV file on your hard drive. 
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If you are using the free version of CSVPiG your  CSV must contain only 4 columns 

with the following headers:  

¶ Title ð the title of the blog post 

 

¶ Posts ð the content of the post 

 

¶ Category ð the category that you wish the post to appear under. Multiple 

categories should be separated by commas within a text separator (handled 

automatically if using Excel). You can also now import parent & child categories 

using the following format ð parent/child. CSVPiG will create any categories that 

do not already exist. 

 

¶ Tags ð the tags that should be attached to the post. Multiple tags should be 

separated by commas within a text separator (handled automatically if using 

Excel 

You cannot specify custom fields in the free version of CSVPiG. 

The free version CSVPiG can only upload a maximum of 1000 rows at any one time 

and CSV files can only be uploaded via the browser so you may hit the physical 

upload size limit of your Apache server. The size limit for your server should be 

displayed in the text below the browse button. 

On the contrary with CSVPiG Pro you can upload a CSV with any number of 

rows and any number of columns. 

Columns can also have any column header and be in any order you wish. 

The maximum CSV you can upload via the browser is still restricted by the maximum 

upload size limit of your Apache server. 

CSVPiG Pro can bypass the Apache browser upload limit by using an FTP client to 

upload your CSV files. The directory path that you need to upload files to is shown in 

the admin interface, it should look something like: 

<wordpress _dir>/wp_content/plugins/_csv pig/uploads  

(Note: The exact name of your CSVPiG folder may differ depending on where you 

downloaded it from ) 

You can also upload multiple CSV files using this method and they will be processed 

together. Ensure that you delete all the files in the /uploads/ directory after 

processing to prevent duplication. 

Enter a datafeed URL - This feature allows the user to import CSV files from a URL. It 

works the same way the regular upload does, except that the CSV file is fetched 

from the URL provided instead of uploading it from the hard drive. This can also be 

automated via cron. 

Check the file has no headers box  if you are uploading a CSV without a header row. 

The tokens used in the post template designer will be numerical rather than the 

Pro 
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actual header values. We do not recommend uploading a CSV file without a 

header row. 

The custom field separator  allows you to specify what character is being used as the 

separator in your CSV file. Strictly speaking it should always be a comma but some 

datafeeds use semi-colons or pipe characters. You have complete control over 

what CSVPiG will look for by specifying a value in here. Leave blank for a standard 

comma. 

The existing data  value shows how many rows have been uploaded. 

The unprocessed CSV f iles value shows how many CSV files are waiting to be 

processed in the /upload/ folder. 

You can choose whether to append  or replace  the existing data  using the upload 

mode  setting. Use append  with the free version of CSVPiG to import than 1000 rows 

by appending batches together. 

The easiest way to create your CSV file is to build a spreadsheet in Excel and when 

complete choose FILE -> SAVE AS and select CSV as the ôsave as typeõ from the 

drop-down. 
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Pro Cron Control  

If youõre an advanced user and you understand how cron works you can control 

CSVPiG from outside the admin area. 

The newly added "cron.php" file allows the user to completely automate CSVPiG - 

both importing and publishing can now be done without repeatedly visiting the WP 

admin area. 

The templates, scheduling and publishing settings need only be configured once 

and the script will reuse them. Follow these steps to automate post publishing: 

1. Upload a file using FTP to the "_csvpig/uploads/" folder 

2. Call the cron import script - "_csvpig/cron.php?action=upload" 

3. Call the cron publish script - "_csvpig/cron.php?action=start" 

The "pause" and "upload" actions as available to Pro users only, as the "upload" 

action uses file processing which is a Pro feature. The "start" and "stop" actions are 

available to all users. 

You can also enable the URL import functionality to work with the "cron.php" script. 

The expected cron format is:  

_csvpig/cron.php?action=upload&url=http://yourdomain.com/path/to/file.csv  

Head on over to the forums to chat about these advanced features in more detail.  
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Pro Schedule Your Posts  

With CSVPiG Pro you can decide at what rate you would like new posts to appear 

on your blog. By using scheduled posts your blog will grow organically over time, 

search engines adore sites that add new content regularly and they will return daily 

to re-index this fresh content. 

NB: If youõre are using the date field in your template all settings here will be ignored. 

 

Enter a number for the posts per day , you can enter either a single integer if you 

want a regular number of new posts per day or you can enter a range (e.g. 5-10) to 

have a random number of new posts appear each day. 

Make sure that you have enough posts uploaded to feed your blog for a sufficient 

enough length of time. The math is very simple : 

(rows uploaded) / (posts per day) = lifespan of blog  

e.g.  

1000 / 5 = 200 days  

If you are using a range for posts per day firstly work out  the average posts per day : 

Posts per day is 5 -10 

(5+6+7+8+9+10) / 6 = 7.5 posts per day average  

Blog lifespan 1000 / 7.5 = 133 days  

I recommend you aim for a blog lifespan of 6 ð 12 months to begin with, you can 

always add more posts later when the blog is making good money. 

You also need to select whether you want all of your imported posts to be 

scheduled or you want a proportion of them to appear as though they were posted 

in the past. This can be useful for giving your blog an initial content boost and 

preventing it from appearing too fresh to new readers and search engines. 
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Just enter a % into the future posts  box, you can enter any integer value here. 

100% would mean than ALL imported posts are scheduled for future publication 

beginning immediately 

50% would mean that HALF of your imported posts are scheduled for future 

publication & HALF are published with past dates 

 0% means that ALL imported posts would be published with past dates 

By choosing a proportion of your imported posts to be published immediately you 

will of course shorten your blog lifespan. But you can always add more at a later 

date. 

I often use a 90% setting to get the initial content boost but not use up too much of 

my blogõs lifespan. 
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Pro Design a Template 

With CSVPiG Pro you can import any number of columns and you do not need to 

specify any particular column headers. 

Instead everything is controlled after uploading by mapping column headers to 

particular WordPress content elements. 

Click on the add new template  link in the Post Templates section 
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Enter a descriptive name in template name . 

Assuming you have already uploaded your CSV file you will see a list of the available 

tokens  which can be used to design your post template. These are the column 

headers of your CSV file. 

You can drag and drop  these tokens into any of the WordPress content elements 

you wish. For instance you can drag %title%  into the Title: field etc. 

¶ Title ð the title of the WordPress post 

 

¶ Slug ð the string that is used when displaying the URL of the post. You can import 

your own separate column for custom post slugs. I usually just use the title token. If 

you do decide to use custom post slugs try to focus on the keywords that are 

used on popular search queries, and remember that the fewer keywords you 

use, the higher their relative value. 

 

¶ Post ð the main content body of your WordPress post. The post textarea in the 

template editor has been replaced with a TinyMCE WYSIWYG editor. The 

enabled buttons are mostly for formatting and inserting links and images. There's 

also the "Full Screen" button, as well as the "HTML Source" view. If needed the user 

can switch back to the old field/editor by using the "toggle editor on/off" link 

below it. You can put any HTML or CSS you want in this area and then drag and 

drop the tokens into the appropriate places. Hereõs an example of a typical post 

in HTML mode: 

 

 
 

You can include any markup you want inside the post template, images, CSS 

styles, bullets etc. Anything you can include in the usual WordPress HMTL post 

editor. 

 

¶ Excerpt  ð Here you can a enter a token surrounded by plain text that can be 

used as the excerpt for the post. 

 

¶ Category  - the categories you want assigned to the post, multiple categories 

should be separated by commas in the CSV file. When saving as a CSV Excel will 

<h3>Movie review</h3> 

 

%body%  

 

<ul> 

<li>Format: %media% </li> 

<li>Rating: %rating% </li> 

</ul> 

 

Download this movie instantly from 

<a href=ó%aff_link%ó>%aff_name% </a> now! 
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automatically enclose that whole field with quotes so the commas inside are not 

confused for field separators. 

 

¶ Tags ð the tags you assigned to the post, multiple tags should be separated by 

commas in the CSV file. When saving as a CSV Excel will enclose that whole field 

with quotes so the commas inside are not confused for field separators 

 

¶ Custom Fields  ð you can map any remaining columns to custom fields in blog 

posts. Custom fields are an extremely powerful feature of WordPress enabling 

you to include a lot of additional content within your posts. The basic guide to 

custom fields can be read here http://codex.wordpress.org/Custom_Fields  . I 

often use custom fields to store product specific data such as price or id and of 

course my actual affiliate link. There are a variety of free WordPress plugins that 

can then be used to include the content of particular custom fields inside your 

posts automatically, often in a header or footer to each post. You should drag 

your chosen token into the value  field and choose a name  for each new custom 

field. If you need more custom fields simply click the add custom field  link to add 

more. 

 

Whilst it is not strictly necessary you can use our free FieldPiG plugin to include 

custom fields inside your post template using WordPress short codes. 

 

e.g. [fp]image_url[/fp] 

 

¶ Author - An additional template field for setting a different post author (the 

default is the blog admin). The field expects author's username. If the user does 

not exist in the DB, a new one will be created with a random password. 

 

¶ Date  - An additional template field which allows the user to override the CSVPiG 

scheduling and use a CSV token to specify the date/time for the post. It accepts 

the standard format (e.g. "2010-07-27 13:39") as well as a number of other formats 

in use (e.g. "05 May 2010", "May 5th 2010 1:12 PM", "2010/05/05 8 AM PST") 

including some dynamic ones (e.g. "-2 days", "+3 weeks"). 

 

¶ Attachments  - Another addition to the templates, which enables the users to 

upload images to the WP Media Library. Please, not that CSVPiG does not 

upload the images themselves - all your images have to be already uploaded to 

the blog (e.g. into the /wp-content/uploads/ folder on most servers). The plugin 

will just link those files with your posts and allow you to use them e.g. for creating 

post thumbnails. The path to the image should be relative to the uploads folder 

(e.g. if your image is in "/wp-content/uploads/my_image.jpg", the attachment 

path should be "my_image.jpg"). This also works for updating posts as well. Chat 

with us more about this advanced feature in the forums. 

  

  

http://codex.wordpress.org/Custom_Fields
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Publish Your Posts 

The final stage is to start the publication of your posts. In WordPress terminology both 

scheduled and live posts are referred to as published. 

The CSVPiG publisher runs as a background process, once it is started you do not 

need to keep the CSVPiG plugin page open for it to continue working. 

It can take some time to process thousands of posts. The key reason it takes time is 

that we decided to make CSVPiG publish posts in the same way a user would. We 

use native WordPress functions rather than using any direct manipulation of the 

database tables. 

We do it via the WordPress functions so that: 

¶ We can ensure future compatibility with WordPress updates regardless of 

database structure changes 

 

¶ We can guarantee that all related table entries are created per post 

 

¶ We can still run ôon publishõ triggered events such as auto-tagging or sitemap 

pinging. 

 

Status shows whether the CSVPiG publisher is running or stopped . You can start, stop 

or pause  the status of the CSVPiG publisher using the 3 buttons shown. Leaving the 

page does not alter the status of the publisher. 

Before starting you should set post status  to either draft  or published . Draft  status is 

useful if you want to test out a CSVPiG import without any posts actually showing on 

you blog. You can then use NukePiG to delete them all in bulk. You can also use 

draft  status if you intend to manually publish your posts at a later date. Most of the 

time you will set this to published.  
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You can also disable all on publish events , this prevents any of the auto-tagging (via 

TagPiG) or polling of sitemap and ping services such as Google or Pingomatic. You 

would only need to check this box if you have a high proportion of your posts set to 

publish in the past i.e. not scheduled. 

If you were to publish hundreds of posts at the same time with published status and 

unscheduled then all the posts would set off hundreds of pings and notifications all 

at once which could be viewed as spam by the various services. 

If you have previously published a CSV and wish to update it using the latest 

datafeed from your merchant then check update existing posts. Now select the 

field that should be used to match the new CSV feed with the existing posts. In most 

cases I recommend you choose the post slug field as this is unique to each post. You 

can of course use any field you want as long as it is unique to each post, an ID 

number would also be ideal. Just remember to include it in your original post 

template as a custom field entry. 

Once the CSVPiG publisher has started you 

can easily monitor its progress by checking 

the post count on the edit post  screen in 

WordPress admin. Posts are published in 

batches of 100, the log will also show the 

current batch number being published. The remaining items  count in the upload 

section will also decrease as each batch of 100 is processed. 

Clone Your Settings 

I use CSVPiG Pro to load all of my autoblogs with content and I need to be able to 

quickly set it up on each new blog so I can scale the networks. 

By setting it up once on an initial blog then exporting your ideal settings you can 

have each new CSVPiG install become a clone of the original. With no settings to 

change you can quickly upload your CSV file, start the publisher and move onto the 

next blog. 

 

Once youõre happy with your settings hit the export settings  button to download a 

file called initial_settings.txt . Place this file inside the root directory of any CSVPiG Pro 

install BEFORE activating the plugin and it will clone the settings of the initial blog. 

You can of course also manually edit the content of your initial_settings.txt file in any 

text editor before placing it inside the root of the plugin folder and activating. 

Pro 
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Get Support 

Product support is available 24x7 by logging in to our community support desk at 

http://blogpig.com/ help/  

Simply start a new discussion and leave a detailed description of any issues you are 

having and weõll get it sorted right away. 

The Next Level 

At BlogPiG we have many plugins available and in development. We are totally 

focused on ôset & forgetõ applications, our goal is for your Passive Income 

Generating sites to require zero human intervention. You just get to sit back and 

watch the revenue roll in. 

As an existing BlogPiG member you are already on our priority mailing list for news 

about our impending product launches, we also periodically send out beta invites 

for users who really want to test out the bleeding edge. 

http://blogpig.com/help/

